
2026 NC Election
Vote By Mail Overview



★EDUCATE, REGISTER, and EMPOWER voters across 
North Carolina to know their voting rights.

★REMAIN NONPARTISAN presenting information to 
anyone, sharing fact-checked messages to increase 
turnout, and never discussing candidates, parties, or 
endorsements.

★SHARE MATERIALS AND TRAINING: Suite of printable 
and shareable bilingual materials. Offer training to any 
nonpartisan audience, including specialized training on 
voter registration, know your rights, and what’s on the 
ballot. 



Request your ballot NOW!

You can do it! Any registered voter 

in NC can vote by mail using an 

absentee ballot – no reason 

needed!

Request your ballot online

votebymail.ncsbe.gov

Absentee ballot request deadline

Tuesday, October 20 @ 5:00 PM

http://votebymail.ncsbe.gov


Who can request/return ballot for a voter? 

A near relative is a voter’s:

• Spouse

• Brother or sister

• Parent or stepparent

• Mother/father-in-law

• Child or stepchild

• Son/daughter-in-law

• Grandparent/Grandchild

Anyone can help a voter with a 
disability request and return 
their absentee ballot.

● Complete the assistance 
section on the request form.

● Sign that you are returning for 
a voter with a disability when 
returning ballot. 



Paper absentee request form 



Provide the address of registration and 
where to send the ballot



Request and assistance 



Signature of voter or assistant



Your ballot package
Keep the ballot and the return envelope together, don’t mix them up with 
other ballots and envelopes. 



Read the instructions carefully



You need two witnesses or a notary
Either two witnesses or a notary need to sign your ballot envelope. 

● A notary cannot charge you for this service. 

● Anyone 18+ can be a witness except a candidate for office, unless the 
candidate is a near relative. Missing or incomplete witness or assistant 
information may spoil your ballot. 

The voter must sign or mark the ballot. For those physically unable to mark due to 
disability, the person assisting with the ballot should write in the signature line, 
“Disabled -cannot sign” and must complete the Voter Assistant Certification located 
on the ballot envelope.



Individuals prohibited from witnessing an absentee ballot include:

● A person who is younger than 18.

● A candidate for election, unless the candidate is the voter’s near relative.

● If the voter is a patient or resident at a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care 

home, the following individuals are prohibited from assisting:

○ an owner, manager, director, or employee of that facility; an individual who 

holds any elected federal, state, or local office or precinct political party or 

organization office; or a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or 

political party.

Voters who need assistance due to disability may ask anyone 18+ and is not a candidate 

to witness your ballot, regardless of the above restrictions. For voters in a hospital, clinic, 

nursing home, or adult care home only: a candidate may witness your ballot if you 

requested their assistance due to a disability.



Witnesses or notary complete information



Assistant information if applicable 



PHOTO ID 

Voter must provide either:

● A copy of an acceptable photo ID, or

● A completed Photo ID Exception 
Form.







Be sure to sign the exception form! 



Place a copy of an acceptable photo ID or a completed Photo 
ID Exception Form in the clear sleeve on the opposite side of
the ballot container envelope.



Seal your ballot 
Place the SEALED ballot container envelope into the Official Ballot Return 
Envelope that came with your ballot. 



If you mail your ballot, do it right away. There is no grace period! 

● In NC, your ballot must be *received* by your county board of 

elections by 7:30 PM on Election Day. The postmark date no longer 

matters!

● You will need $1.98 in postage or three Forever stamps 

● Be sure to track your ballot using BallotTrax to ensure it arrives on 

time. If it doesn’t, you still have the option to vote in person.

Return your ballot (by mail)



Return your ballot (in person)
● At any Early Voting site in your county during early voting, Oct 15-31. 

(Note: you will need to stand in line.) 

● To your County Board of Elections Office during regular office hours 
and until 7:30 p.m. on Election Day.

● Do not leave your absentee ballot in an unattended drop box or other 
unattended location.

● On Election Day: Absentee ballots cannot be returned to polling places. 
If you can't make it to your CBOE but can make it to your polling place, 
just trash your absentee ballot and vote in person. 

● Only vote once! If you request an absentee ballot but decide to vote in 
person, that’s fine! Just throw out your absentee ballot.



Be sure to

🗹 Sign your absentee ballot application.

🗹 Place your voted ballot in the correct envelope.

🗹 Seal the container-return envelope.

🗹 Include the required photo ID documentation or Photo ID Exception 

Form.

🗹 Return your ballot to an authorized location.

🗹 Follow any instructions you receive from the Board of Elections.



“Curing” and “Spoiling”
CURING

If your ballot has a problem, it may be returned to you with an explanation 
of how to “cure” (fix) it. Don’t trash it or assume it can’t be counted!

Common curable problems:

● Voter signature missing or in the wrong place
● Photo ID missing, unreadable, or doesn’t meet requirements
● Problems with Photo ID Exception Form or ballot envelope

SPOILING/REISSUE

Some problems can’t be cured. If so, the ballot is “spoiled,” meaning it can 
no longer be used. Time permitting, the ballot may be reissued.



DO NOT 

✗ Give your ballot to someone who is not legally permitted to return it.

✗ Unseal and reseal the container-return envelope.

✗ Let someone else seal your ballot envelope for you.

✗ Leave your ballot unattended.

✗ Return your absentee ballot to an Election Day polling place.

✗ Throw away your ballot if it is returned to you with a problem.



Visit youcanvote.org/mail

RESOURCES 

County Board of Elections Directory youcanvote.org/boe

NC State Board of Elections ncsbe.gov

@youcanvotenc

http://youcanvote.org/mail

